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May 16, 2024

New Arlington Career Center 
Name Recommendation



Committee Charge 

Å The naming committee was charged with recommending a new name, 
or reaffirming the current name, for the new Arlington Career Center 
facility that is now under construction. 

Å The charge is to provide a recommendation to the School Board for 
consideration, based on the best thinking of the committee and input 
from the community. 



ACC Naming Committee

Committee Chair:  Dr. Barbara Kanninen, former Arlington School Board Chair 
Staff Liaison:  Catherine Ashby, Assistant Superintendent, School & Community Relations  
 
Staff
 Margaret Chung  Principal
 Michelle Van Lare  Arlington Tech Coordinator
 Anne Cupero   Career and Technical Education (CTE) Dept. Chair, Forensic 

  Science teacher, and Dual Enrollment Biology Teacher, Arlington Tech 
 Shane Johnson   Program for Employee Preparedness (PEP) Coordinator
 Monica Lozano Caldera  Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Coordinator

Students
 Catherine “Catey” Wright Arlington Tech – 9th Grade 
 Oscar Bonilla   Academy – 10th Grade 
 Fikreyesus “Fiker” Reta  Arlington Tech – 11th Grade 
 Daiber Alejandro Vasquez English Learner Institute – 12th Grade 
 Sophia Garcia   Program for Employment Preparedness (PEP) 13TH Grade 
 Georgia Hardeman  Part-time (physical therapy), Yorktown High School 



ACC Naming Committee

Alumni
 Margarita Khachunts  Class of 2022 (Arlington Tech)
 Daniela Londono  Class of 2017 (English Learner Institute) 
 Edwin Reyes   Class of 2008 (The Academy)

Parents
 Cecilia Lazo   Spanish speaking parents/families
 Christy Gunville   Arlington Tech parents/families
 Octavia Johnson  ACC parents/families
 Robin Taylor   Parent of part-time CTE (culinary arts) student from Washington-Liberty 

    High School 
 Elaine Firman-Garcia  PEP families  

Historic and Civic Association Representatives
 Jessica Kaplan   Arlington Historical Society 
 Steve Jordan Tomaszewski President, Douglas Park Civic Association
 Ron Haddox   President, Columbia Heights Civic Association
 Brian Sigritz   Co-President, Arlington Heights Civic Association
 Alex Stevens   President, Alcova Heights Civil Association 



Review of Naming Policy Criteria 

Name of an Individual:
Å Contributed to society in ways that supported the success and well-being of the 

individuals who live in Arlington, Virginia or the United States, now and in the future







Survey Respndents 

Select the option that best describes you.

Students
318…







Other Suggestions in the Comments

Å Arlington Career and Technical Campus / Academy / Center



Themes in Comments 

Over 800 comments received. In general, several respondents….

Å Like Grace Hopper but do not like the word Academy

ÅWant to see technical or tech in the name 

Å



Committee Recommendation 





Rationale for Grace Hopper Campus

Survey Results 
Å The survey reflected strong support for this name given Grace Hopper’s notoriety as the 

“Queen of Computer Code” and ties to our area. 

Å Much of the feedback on the survey was positive in favor of Grace Hopper but did not like 
“Academy” in the name. Otherwise, Grace Hopper received strong favorability from the 
overall community.

Strong Background Aligning with the Vision/Mission of ACC

 Grace Hopper (1906-1992) was one of the first and most influential computer 
programmers, a mentor, and an innovator. Responsible for multiple inventions in coding 
and computer programming, she made technology more accessible and user-friendly. 

 Hopper has strong Arlington ties—having  served in the Navy and at the Pentagon and 
residing in Arlington.

 Hopper achieved the rank of rear admiral in the U.S. Navy and made significant 
contributions to the field of computer science during her military career.
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