




12:18:15:18  THE TVS FOR THE AETV STUDENT 
12:18:18:27  PRODUCED VIDEO TO NOW REVIEW THE 
12:18:21:27  PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES.  
12:18:24:07  [ VIDEO IS CAPTIONED ] 



12:23:03:19  WOULD HAVE MET OTHERWISE. 
12:23:11:17  IF WE CUT DOWN THE FUNDING, IT 
12:23:15:25  WOULD BE A GREAT LOSS.  
12:23:17:07  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:23:18:18  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:23:19:20  >> NOEL? 
12:23:27:21  >> GOOD EVENING. 
12:23:29:06  DR. DURAN AND MEMBERS OF THE  
12:23:30:07  SCHOOL BOARD, THANK YOU FOR  
12:23:31:08  TAKING THE TIME TO HEAR FROM ME  
12:23:32:18  TODAY. 
12:23:33:09  MY NAME IS NAOMI AND I'M AN 
12:23:36:10  ARLINGTON RESIDENT AND SOPHOMORE  
12:23:38:05  AT THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL.  
12:23:45:09  THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL WAS  
12:23:46:03  THE PLACE FOR ME AND IT WAS ONLY  
12:23:47:26  RIGHT THAT I APPLY. 
12:23:49:01  HOWEVER, WHEN I RECEIVED MY  
12:23:50:03  ACCEPTANCE, I HAD NO INTENTION 
12:23:51:25  OF ATTENDING AND IT WASN'T UNTIL 
12:23:54:00  I VISITED THE SCHOOL THAT I 
12:23:55:09  AGREED WITH THEM AND I KNEW I 
12:23:57:02  HAD TO GO. 
12:23:58:14  OVER THE LAST ONE-AND-A-HALF 
12:23:59:21  YEARS, I'VE BEEN GIVEN A  
12:24:02:03  MULTITUDE OF OPPORTUNITIES. 
12:24:05:26  AS PART OF THE MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
12:24:08:13  PROGRAM, FRESHMEN ARE REQUIRED  
12:24:09:29  TO TAKE A DESIGN AND TECH CLASS  
12:24:11:18  AND THROUGH THAT, I DISCOVERED  
12:24:13:10  MY INTEREST AND PASSION FOR  
12:24:14:15  ENGINEERING. 
12:24:15:16  AS OUR CULMINATING PROJECT, WE 
12:24:18:05  BUILT AND CODED A ROBOT FROM  
12:24:20:11  SCRATCH TO GO THROUGH A MAZE.  



12:24:49:01  RELEASED A BUDGET CUTTING ANY 
12:24:50:20  FUNDING FOR ARLINGTON STUDENTS 
12:24:51:18  WHO ATTEND TJ. 
12:24:53:00  I ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT IN 
12:24:56:24  PREPARING A BUDGET, YOU MUST  
12:24:58:16  BALANCE COMPETING INTERESTS, BUT  
12:25:00:02  WHEN PREPARING THE BUDGET, I ASK  
12:25:01:28  YOU TO REMEMBER THAT FUNDING FOR 
12:25:03:07  TJ IS NOT MONEY TAKEN AWAY FROM 
12:25:05:20  ARLINGTON BUT RATHER FOR  
12:25:07:11  ARLINGTON STUDENTS AND 
12:25:08:05  DEMONSTRATES YOUR COMMITMENT TO 
12:25:09:10  PROVIDING FOR THE EDUCATIONAL 
12:25:11:05  NEEDS OF EVERY CHILD IN 
12:25:12:10  ARLINGTON. 
12:25:15:01  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:25:16:09  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:25:17:00  >> ELLEN SOMERS?  
12:25:24:16  >> NEXT SPEAKER, ZELA MADLER.  
12:25:32:24  >> I'M ALSO A SOPHOMORE AT 
12:25:38:21  THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL FOR  
12:25:39:22  SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND I  
12:25:40:17  WANT TO SPEAK ON THE BUDGETING 
12:25:42:06  ISSUE CONCERNING MY SCHOOL.  
12:25:44:01  A BATTLE WAS RECENTLY WON AND IT  
12:25:45:14  WE WANT ALL THE WAY TO THE 
12:25:46:28  SUPREME COURT ACTUALLY TO MAKE 
12:25:48:00  ADMISSIONS FOR FAIR SO STUDENTS  
12:25:49:29  FROM DIFFERENT DISTRICTS AND 
12:25:51:24  DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS INCLUDING 
12:25:53:12  MANY STUDENTS FROM APS CAN 
12:25:55:17  ATTEND MY SCHOOL.  
12:25:56:12  I WANT TO THANK THE BOARD FOR  
12:25:57:10  KEEPING THE AMAZING 
12:25:58:18  OPPORTUNITIES AT TJ IN NEXT 
12:26:00:17  YEAR'S BUDGET.  I REALLY LOVE  
12:26:02:09  TJ. 
12:26:03:21  TO BE HONEST, I HAVE MET SOME OF  
12:26:05:06  THE BEST, SMARTEST, MOST AWESOME  
12:26:07:12  PEOPLE I KNOW. 
12:26:08:20  AND I'VE LEARNED SO, SO MUCH.  
12:26:11:19  TECH SCHOOLS LIKE TJ SERVE AS  
12:26:13:04  HUBS OF INNOVATION AND THINKING 



12:26:26:14  EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN 
12:26:28:06  S.T.E.M. DISCIPLINES AND GIVES 
12:26:29:20  OPPORTUNITIES TO DO  
12:26:30:24  COLLEGE-LEVEL RESEARCH WHILE 
12:26:32:03  STILL BEING A HIGH SCHOOL 
12:26:33:04  STUDENT. 
12:26:34:18  THIS EQUIPS STUDENTS WITH THE 
12:26:37:15  SKILLS NECESSARY TO THRIVE IN A 
12:26:38:20  TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN ECONOMY. 
12:26:40:05  WHY WOULDN'T WE WANT TO GIVE 
12:26:41:07  THIS AMAZING OPPORTUNITY TO APS  
12:26:43:12  STUDENTS? 
12:26:45:16  IN MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, I  
12:26:46:17  HAVE THRIVED IN THE COMPETITIVE 
12:26:48:09  ENVIRONMENT AT TJ. 
12:26:50:14  BOTH TEACHERS AND STUDENTS PUSH 
12:26:51:15  ME TO BE BETTER AND WORK TO  
12:26:53:03  ACHIEVE MY GOALS, EVEN THOUGH WE 
12:26:55:06  HAVE A LOT OF NERDY 
12:26:56:11  EXTRACURRICULARS LIKE SPEED  
12:26:59:00  RUBIK'S CUBING AND QUIZ BOWL.  
12:27:02:22  WE ALSO HAVE EVERYTHING A NORMAL 
12:27:04:00  HIGH SCHOOL HAS TO OFFER AND 
12:27:05:05  WE'RE A COMMUNITY. 
12:27:06:03  I'M ON THE SOFTBALL TALE AND 
12:27:07:06  I'VE MADE GREAT MEMORIES WITH MY 
12:27:08:28  FRIENDS WHILE STILL BEING IN 
12:27:10:16  ADVANCED CLASSES. 
12:27:12:01  OUR HOMECOMING IS SUPER AWESOME  
12:27:13:16  AND IT'S A NORMAL HIGH SCHOOL.  
12:27:17:02  WE DO ALL SORTS OF EVENTS LIKE 
12:27:19:00  FLOAT AND WE REALLY LIKE TO TAKE  
12:27:21:09  THINGS TO THE NEXT LEVEL. 
12:27:23:27  THIS YEAR, MY CLASS ACTUALLY 
12:27:25:15  MADE A FLOAT WITH A GIANT 
12:27:27:03  TURNING MANNEQUIN BASED ON THE 
12:27:29:06  BARBIE MOVIE AND IT WAS BUILT IN 
12:27:31:12  MY GARAGE. 
12:27:35:02  I LOVE MY SCHOOL AND -- 
12:27:36:23  [ BUZZER ] 
12:27:38:08  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:27:40:09  FOR THE RECORD, SPEED RUBIK'S 
12:27:41:27  CUBING IS NOT THAT WEIRD! 
12:27:43:06  [ LAUGHTER ] 
12:27:45:10  >> I'LL CALL THE NEXT FIVE 
12:27:46:22  SPEAKERS TO LINE UP.  
12:27:50:00  [ CALLING NAMES ] 
12:27:53:19  NEXT SPEAKER, ELLIOT ROSENBERG.  
12:28:01:12  >> HELLO. 





12:29:26:01  EDUCATION BY FUNDING TJ. 
12:29:28:17  THOMAS JEFFERSON IS A WONDERFUL  
12:29:29:15  OPPORTUNITY FOR ARLINGTON 
12:29:30:06  STUDENTS THAT HAVE A PASSION FOR  
12:29:31:17  S.T.E.M. AND FOR THE FUTURE OF  
12:29:32:25  S.T.E.M. LEADERSHIP.  
12:29:33:23  TJ OFFERS CLASSES AND LAB  
12:29:35:12  MATERIALS NOT AVAILABLE ANYWHERE 
12:29:36:17  ELSE, INCLUDING HIGHLY 
12:29:38:02  SPECIALIZED COURSES LIKE 
12:29:39:10  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, DNA 
12:29:41:12  SCIENCE, QUANTUM PHYSICS AND 
12:29:43:27  NANOBIOTECHNOLOGY.  
12:29:45:06  NEXT YEAR AS A SENIOR, I WILL BE  
12:29:47:05  CONDUCTING RESEARCH IN THE 
12:29:48:13  OCEANOGRAPHY AND GEOPHYSICAL 
12:29:50:05  SYSTEMS LABS WHICH IS ONE OF  
12:29:51:11  TJ'S NINE SPECIALIZED SENIOR  
12:29:53:07  RESEARCH LABS WITH A FOCUS ON 
12:29:55:03  MODELING MOVEMENTS THROUGH OCEAN 
12:29:58:07  CURRENTS. 
12:29:59:22  TJ STUDENTS ARE ALSO ABLE TO  
12:30:01:00  SHARE THEIR PASSION FOR S.T.E.M.  
12:30:02:19  WITH YOUNGER STUDENTS WHO SHARE  
12:30:04:04  THAT SAME PASSION. 
12:30:06:19  THROUGH OUTREACH PROGRAMS RUN BY  
12:30:10:28  TJ STUDENTS WHERE ELEMENTARY 
12:30:13:03  STUDENTS CAN COME TO DO HANDS-ON 
12:30:15:24  EXPERIMENTS WITH TJ STUDENTS AND 
12:30:17:17  LEARN ABOUT THE RESEARCH 
12:30:18:08  STUDENTS HAVE CONDUCTED 
12:30:19:06  THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.  
12:30:20:11  I HOPE THAT THE FUTURE CLASSES  
12:30:21:20  OF ARLINGTON STUDENTS CAN 
12:30:22:27  CONTINUE TO BE OFFERED THE SAME  
12:30:25:03  OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE THEIR 
12:30:26:01  PASSION FOR S.T.E.M. AND 
12:30:26:29  S.T.E.M. LEADERSHIP THROUGH TJ. 
12:30:29:04  THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  
12:30:29:25  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:30:31:20  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:30:32:25  >> ELIZABETH ADAMS. 
12:30:41:27  >> HELLO. 
12:30:42:18  MY NAME IS ELIZABETH ADAMS AND  
12:30:43:24  I'M A SENIOR AT WASHINGTON 
12:30:47:00  LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL. 
12:30:48:04  I ALSO VOLUNTEER WITH THE LAB AT 
12:30:50:03  SCIENCE AND SERVE AS A BOARD  
12:30:51:21  MEMBER ON THE ARLINGTON OUTDOOR  





12:32:31:05  I'M HERE TO URGE YOU TO CONTINUE 
12:32:32:11  FUNDING THE OUTDOOR LAB  
12:32:33:22  POSITIONS. 
12:32:35:00  MY TROOP HAS BEEN AN INTEGRAL 
12:32:37:07  PART OF THE OPEN HOUSES AT THE  
12:32:39:20  OUTDOOR LAB SINCE SIXTH GRADE. 
12:32:43:03  THE FIFTH GRADE OVERNIGHT IS 
12:32:44:10  SOMETHING EVERY ELEMENTARY 
12:32:45:15  SCHOOL STUDENT LOOKS FORWARD TO.  
12:32:50:12  I KNOW I DID. 
12:32:51:06  I HEARD FROM MY TWO OLDER  
12:32:53:22  BROTHERS THAT THEY HAD SO MUCH  
12:32:56:04  FUN AND I COULDN'T WAIT FOR MY  
12:32:57:26  OWN TRIP. 
12:32:58:24  THE BEST PART ABOUT THE OUTDOOR 
12:33:00:06  LAB OVERNIGHT WAS LEARNING 
12:33:01:17  OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM.  
12:33:03:09  WHEN YOU'RE IN A CLASSROOM, YOU  
12:33:04:15  ONLY GET TO SEE ANIMALS IN 
12:33:05:26  HABITATS ON A SMARTBOARD, BUT 
12:33:07:15  WHEN YOU'RE AT THE OUTDOOR LAB,  
12:33:10:08  YOU GET TO HOLD, FEED, HEAR THE 
12:33:12:04  ANIMALS ALL AROUND YOU.  
12:33:14:16  THE OUTDOOR LAB IS ONE PROGRAM  
12:33:16:07  THAT BENEFITS MOST ALL OF THE 
12:33:18:00  STUDENTS IN APS. 
12:33:20:12  IT IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT FOR  
12:33:21:09  THOSE KIDS WHOSE PARENTS DON'T  
12:33:22:24  HAVE THE MONEY OR TIME TO GET  
12:33:24:16  OUTSIDE AND GO FISHING OR 
12:33:26:11  BOATING IN NATURE. 
12:33:29:13  AS GIRL SCOUTS, WHEN WE  
12:33:30:28  VOLUNTEER AT THE OPEN HOUSES, WE  
12:33:33:11  INTERACT WITH APS CHILDREN. 
12:33:34:20  THEY GET TO DO ACTIVITIES THEY 
12:33:38:27  CAN'T DO IN ARLINGTON. 
12:33:40:24  THESE KIDS LEARN SO MUCH, 
12:33:41:23  BECAUSE WHAT THEY LEARN IS ALL  
12:33:43:08  AROUND THEM IN THE OUTDOOR LAB.  
12:33:46:21  IF NATURE IS CHICKEN SOUP FOR  
12:33:47:23  THE SOUL, THEN THE OUTDOOR LAP 
12:33:49:19  IS MEDICINE FOR ALL THE APS KIDS  
12:33:51:24  WHO SUFFERED THROUGH THE 
12:33:52:18  LOCKDOWN DURING THE PANDEMIC. 
12:33:54:14  THERE IS NOTHING LIKE THE 
12:33:55:09  OUTDOOR LAB ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE 
12:33:56:20  STATE OF VIRGINIA. 
12:33:57:29  THIS PROGRAM SHOULD BE  
12:33:58:29  CHERISHED. 



12:34:00:14  PLEASE KEEP THE OUTDOOR LAB  
12:34:02:06  POSITIONS FUNDED, THANK YOU. 
12:34:04:29  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:34:05:23  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:34:06:27  >> BEFORE I CALL THE NEXT 
12:34:08:02  SPEAKER, I'LL ASK THE NEXT FIVE 
12:34:09:28  SPEAKERS TO LINE UP.  
12:34:11:10  MICHAEL, SCOTT, STEVEN, ANNA, 
12:34:18:09  SANDRA. 
12:34:20:24  NEXT SPEAKER, MARGARET FLANNERY 
12:34:22:16  GOODMAN. 
12:34:23:04  >> HI, I'M A JUNIOR AT YORKTOWN 
12:34:29:27  HIGH SCHOOL. 
12:34:37:11  WHEN I WENT, I'D BEEN LOOKING 
12:34:43:13  FORWARD TO THE FIELD TRIP FOR  
12:34:44:21  BASICALLY A WHOLE YEAR, SLEEPING  
12:34:46:17  IN THE WOODS WITH MY BEST 
12:34:47:28  FRIENDS, WHAT COULD BE BETTER?  
12:34:49:24  AND TO NO SURPRISE, I HAD A  
12:34:51:19  GREAT TIME. 
12:34:52:17  I GOT TO BUILD STRONGER 
12:34:53:19  RELATIONSHIPS WITH MY TEACHERS  
12:34:54:17  AND CLASSMATES I'D NEVER THOUGHT 
12:34:57:25  I'D BE FRIENDS WITH. 
12:34:59:04  I GOT TO MAKE SMORES AND HOLD 
12:35:04:16  CRITTERS. 
12:35:05:11  WE FELT WE HAD DONE SOMETHING 
12:35:07:12  AMAZING. 
12:35:08:03  WE HAD LEARNED ABOUT THE  
12:35:08:28  OUTDOORS, BUT WE HAD ALSO  
12:35:10:23  LEARNED TO WORK WITH EACH OTHER. 
12:35:12:09  WE WERE CONNECTED AND BONDED BY 
12:35:13:15  OUR FIELD TRIP AND WHAT ELSE  
12:35:14:20  COULD A SCHOOL SYSTEM WON'T IN 
12:35:16:15  THEIR STUDENTS? 
12:35:17:24  SINCE THE PANDEMIC, WE KNOW THAT 
12:35:18:23  KIDS HAVE MORE MENTAL HEALTH 
12:35:19:27  NEEDS. 
12:35:21:24  THE OUTDOOR LAB CAN HELP KIDS  
12:35:23:26  WITH THESE MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS 
12:35:24:27  BY PROVIDING THEM WITH A SAFE 
12:35:26:17  SPACE WHILE ALSO TEACHING THEM 
12:35:28:09  TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER. 
12:35:30:25  IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT WE'RE 
12:35:31:23  TALKING ABOUT BUDGET CUTS. 
12:35:33:11  I WISH YOU WOULD INVEST MORE  
12:35:36:07  MONEY INTO THE OUTDOOR LAB AND 
12:35:38:15  SAVE THESE STUDENTS' BRIGHT 
12:35:40:00  FUTURE. 



12:35:41:17  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:35:42:12  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:35:43:07  >> MICHAEL? 
12:35:49:15  >> HELLO, SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS,  
12:35:51:24  DR. DURAN, Dr. MAYO, AND THOSE  
12:35:53:23  OF YOU WATCHING ON TELEVISION. 
12:35:55:18  I AM A DAD AND A VOLUNTEER WITH 
12:35:57:14  THE ARLINGTON OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
12:35:59:05  ASSOCIATION AND REALLY WHEN I 
12:36:01:20  EXPLAIN THAT TO FOLKS, IT'S THE 
12:36:03:06  P.T.A. FOR THE OUTDOOR LAB.  
12:36:06:18  WE ARE ADVOCATING LIKE WE'RE 
12:36:08:06  DOING NOW FOR FUNDING, BUDGETS,  
12:36:11:02  STAFFING. 
12:36:11:16  WE SUPPORT THE STAFF WHEN WE 
12:36:13:04  CAN. 
12:36:13:25  I JUST BROUGHT SOME DUCK  





12:38:39:01  FIELD TRIPS, BUT THE COORDINATOR 
12:38:40:13  HELPS TEACHERS AMPLIFY LESSONS,  
12:38:43:15  APPLIED SCIENCE AND CRITICAL 
12:38:44:26  LEARNING OBJECTIVES BACK IN THE 
12:38:46:14  CLASSROOM HERE IN ARLINGTON. 
12:38:47:22  AND AS YOU HEARD MIKE SAY,  
12:38:50:08  ELIMINATING THIS POSITION 
12:38:51:06  JEOPARDIZES FIFTH GRADE 
12:38:52:21  OVERNIGHT STARTING NEXT YEAR. 



12:40:17:22  SUPPLYING TENTS, SLEEPING PADS, 
12:40:19:08  BLANKETS, WATER BOTTLES AND 
12:40:21:04  ADDITIONAL GEAR. 
12:40:22:02  OVER THE YEARS, WE'VE HELPED  
12:40:23:13  SECURE 10,000 THERE ARE IN  
12:40:24:21  GRANTS TO HELP PROVIDE 
12:40:26:06  NECESSITIES FOR THE STAFF AND 
12:40:27:07  THE FACILITIES. 
12:40:29:15  WITH TWO APS STUDENTS OF MY OWN, 
12:40:31:11  I WAS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO 
12:40:32:25  CHAPERONE SIX CONSECUTIVE YEARS  
12:40:34:14  OF OVERNIGHTS OUT THERE. 
12:40:38:09  OVERNIGHTS ARE AN EXPERIENTIAL 
12:40:40:28  JOURNEY, EXCITED ANTICIPATION, 
12:40:43:00  AND A FOUNDATION IN CLASSROOM  
12:40:44:23  EDUCATION ARE, BUT WHAT FOLLOWS  





12:43:24:29  MAJORITY OF THEIR DAY.  
12:43:27:05  AND WE ARE APPRECIATIVE TO THE 
12:43:28:09  STAFF AND THE TEACHERS, THE 
12:43:30:01  PRINCIPALS, THE APS STAFF THAT 
12:43:32:06  HAVE WORKED TOGETHER TO MAKE  
12:43:33:08  THIS CHANGE POSSIBLE.  
12:43:36:00  I DON'T KNOW IF YOU REMEMBER  
12:43:37:03  BEING A KINDERGARTEN EAGER 
12:43:39:15  PARENT GOING TO EVERY PTA 
12:43:41:00  MEETING, EVERY SESSION, WEBINAR,  
12:43:44:20  THAT'S ME THIS YEAR, AND THE  
12:43:46:09  CONSTANT MESSAGE THAT I HAVE 
12:43:47:07  HEARD THROUGH ALL OF THOSE 







12:47:56:08  THE COMMUNITY FOR COMMENTS, AND 
12:47:57:29  NO SCHOOL BOARD VOTE, ALL OF 
12:48:00:21  WHICH IS REQUIRED BY APS POLICY.  
12:48:03:21  THE PROCESS HAS NOT BEEN 
12:48:05:16  TRANSPARENT. 
12:48:05:27  A PRACTICE WHICH IS CENTRAL TO  
12:48:06:29  APS PRACTICES. 
12:48:08:14  IN PARTICULAR, THE VOICES OF THE  
12:48:09:27  ENGLISH LEARNER COMMUNITY HAVE 
12:48:11:05  NOT BEEN HEARD. 
12:48:13:03  I'M NOT POINTING FINGERS. 
12:48:14:19  THE APS BOARD AND ADMINISTRATORS  
12:48:16:20  WORK HARD FOR ALL APS CHILDREN,  
12:48:18:11  BUT WE CANNOT ALLOW A DECISION  
12:48:20:14  OF THIS SIGNIFICANCE TO BE MADE  
12:48:22:06  AS A BULLET POINT ON PAGE 118 OF 
12:48:24:18  A BUDGET DOCUMENT. 
12:48:26:10  THE BOARD MUST NOT SET THIS TYPE 
12:48:27:25  OF PRECEDENT. 
12:48:29:03  I ASK THAT YOU NOT APPROVE THE 
12:48:31:01  BUDGET AS IS AND INSTEAD 
12:48:33:00  INSTRUCT THE SUPERINTENDENT, 
12:48:34:14  PRINCIPALS, AND EDUCATORS, TO  
12:48:36:06  WORK WITH THE PARENTS TO COME UP  
12:48:37:12  WITH PLAN TO IMPLEMENT 80-20 
12:48:39:08  MODEL FOR RISING SECOND GRADERS  
12:48:40:20  FOR FALL 2024 AS ORIGINALLY 
12:48:44:17  PLANNED. 
12:48:45:01  NO ONE IS EXPECTING THE FIRST 
12:48:46:03  YEAR OF SECOND GRADE  
12:48:47:17  IMPLEMENTATION TO BE PERFECT. 
12:48:49:08  LET'S SUPPORT THE TEACHERS, 
12:48:50:12  INCLUDING TIME FOR PROFESSIONAL  
12:48:51:24  EDUCATION AND CURRICULUM 
12:48:53:11  DEVELOPMENT. 
12:48:54:02  LET'S PARTNER TOGETHER BUT DO 
12:48:56:20  NOT BREAK YOUR POLICY 
12:48:58:04  COMMITMENTS. 
12:48:58:23  >> NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:49:00:05  >> GWENDOLYN? 
12:49:06:02  >> GOOD EVENING. 
12:49:08:17  I AM THE PARENT OF A FIRST 
12:49:09:19  GRADER WHO SPEAKS AMAZINGLY WELL 
12:49:18:02  IN SPANISH. 
12:49:20:20  WE'VE BEEN GIVEN REPEATED  
12:49:22:08  ASSURANCES THAT THE MODEL 
12:49:23:16  PROGRAM WAS GOING WELL.  
12:49:25:12  APS OFFICIALS REASSURED PARENTS  
12:49:26:16  THROUGH BILITERACY SESSIONS AND 



12:49:29:01  PRINCIPAL UPDATES THAT 
12:49:30:26  IMPLEMENTATION WAS ON TRACK. 
12:49:33:00  WE ARE SHOCKED TO LEARN OF THIS 
12:49:35:06  PROPOSAL ONLY WHEN PARENTS 
12:49:37:03  BECAME AWARE OF THE BUDGET  
12:49:39:01  PROPOSAL AND REACHED OUT TO THE  
12:49:40:19  SCHOOL BOARD WAS THE DLI 
12:49:42:04  COMMUNITY INFORMED OF THESE



12:50:48:15  WERE ALREADY APPROVED BY THE 
12:50:49:23  SCHOOL BOARD ARE AT RISK TO  
12:50:52:08  STALLED PREPARATIONS. 
12:50:53:23  THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  
12:50:55:08  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:50:55:26  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:50:56:24  >> STACY SNIDER? 
12:51:04:26  >> HELLO. 
12:51:06:24  I'M HERE THIS EVENING TO URGE 
12:51:07:25  YOU TO CONSIDER HOW CIP  
12:51:10:17  SITUATIONS AND DEBT SERVICE  
12:51:12:02  IMPACT THE OPERATING BUDGET. 
12:51:14:08  AT YOUR DECEMBER 14TH MEETING, I 
12:51:15:21  GAVE PUBLIC COMMENT DISAGREEING 
12:51:17:06  WITH AN AMENDMENT TO THE CIP 
12:51:19:00  DIRECTION THAT YOU WENT ON TO 
12:51:19:26  PASS IN A 3-2 VOTE LIMITING APS 
12:51:22:05  STAFF TO ONLY EXPLORING OPTIONS 
12:51:24:04  TO COMPLETE THE CAREER CENTER  
12:51:25:19  SITE THAT WOULD COST MORE THAN  
12:51:28:05  THE ALREADY $200 MILLION TOTAL 
12:51:30:23  PROJECT COST APPROVED IN THE 
12:51:32:01  LAST CIP. 
12:51:33:15  AS I SAID IN THAT COMMENT, 
12:51:35:08  DURING THE UPCOMING BUDGET 
12:51:36:22  PROCESS, IT'S EXPECTED THAT YOU 
12:51:38:04  AND THE COUNTY BOARD WILL NEED 
12:51:39:13  TO ASK CITIZENS, APS PARENTS,  
12:51:41:18  TEACHERS, STAFF, AND STUDENTS TO  
12:51:43:04  ACCEPT OPERATING BUDGET CUTS AND 
12:51:44:26  POTENTIALLY TAX INCREASES.  
12:51:46:28  AND HERE WE ARE. 
12:51:48:20  HERE WE ARE WITH A BUDGET 
12:51:50:01  SHORTFALL THIS YEAR AND EVEN  
12:51:51:23  BIGGER SHORTFALLS FORECASTED IN 
12:51:52:25  THE COMING YEARS. 
12:51:54:03  HERE WE ARE ASKING THE COUNTY 
12:51:55:18  BOARD TO APPROVE A TAX INCREASE  
12:51:56:29  OF UP TO TWO-AND-A-HALF CENTS. 
12:51:59:02  HERE WE ARE WITH A NEW STUDENT 
12:52:01:20  ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS THAT 
12:52:02:25  PREDICT A SURPLUS OF CAPACITY 
12:52:05:04  SEATS AT EVERY LEVEL OVER THE  
12:52:06:13  NEXT TEN YEARS. 
12:52:07:15  HERE WE ARE WITH A FORECASTED  
12:52:08:17  DEBT SERVICE FROM THE LAST CIP 
12:52:10:15  CARRYING AT OR CLOSE TO  
12:52:12:13  $70 MILLION EVERY YEAR.  
12:52:15:22  THESE CURRENT AND FORECAST 



12:52:17:03  FISCAL CONSTRAINTS ARE REQUIRING 
12:52:18:09  YOU TO MAKE HARD DECISIONS SUCH  
12:52:20:08  AS CUTTING TEACHER AND STAFF 
12:52:21:27  POSITIONS, NOT INCREASING 
12:52:23:25  TEACHER COMPENSATION, AND 
12:52:24:20  DELAYING THE REDUCTION OF CLASS  
12:52:25:29  SIZES. 
12:52:27:17  THESE SAME FISCAL CONSTRAINTS 
12:52:29:23  ALSO REQUIRE YOU TO JUSTIFY HOW 
12:52:31:11  OPTIONS THAT SPEND MORE CAPITAL 
12:52:32:26  DOLLARS TO BUILD NEW SEATS THAT 
12:52:34:15  WE DON'T NEED WILL ADD TO THE  





12:55:42:07  >> HELLO. 
12:55:44:25  I'LL BE SPEAKING IN SUPPORT OF 
12:55:46:03  THE OUTDOOR LAB'S BUDGET AS IN 
12:55:49:25  DON'T CUT IT. 
12:55:51:17  WHAT I'D LIKE TO SAY TONIGHT IS 
12:55:53:05  THE HARM OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET  
12:55:55:04  CUTS AT THE OUTDOOR LAB TO THE 
12:55:56:23  CHILDREN OF APS FAR OUTWEIGHS 
12:55:58:15  THE COST SAVINGS THAT WOULD BE 
12:56:00:00  ACCRUED. 
12:56:01:08  BY WAY OF BACKGROUND, I AM A  
12:56:02:07  RETIRED BOTH SCIENCE TO ENGLISH 
12:56:05:02  LANGUAGE LEARNERS AND OUTDOOR  
12:56:06:17  LEARNING TEACHER IN APS AS WELL  
12:56:08:01  AS FAIRFAX. 
12:56:09:00  I AM ALSO A CERTIFIED NATURALIST 
12:56:11:12  IN FAIRFAX AND FOR NATURE  
12:56:15:05  FORWARD. 
12:56:15:26  MY THREE CHILDREN WENT ALL THE 



12:57:16:15  IMPACT THE DAILY CHOICES THAT 
12:57:19:11  EACH PERSON CAN MAKE TO CREATE A  
12:57:21:03  MORE SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE FOR  
12:57:23:15  US IN THIS COUNTRY. 
12:57:25:20  WHETHER IT IS BY WHAT THEY EAT, 
12:57:27:19  HOW THEY GET PLACES, OR WHAT 
12:57:29:11  THEY WEAR. 
12:57:31:03  DEPRIVING OUR STUDENTS OF THE 
12:57:32:02  BEST THAT THE OUTDOOR LAB CAN 
12:57:35:00  OFFER IN TERMS OF ITS CURRICULUM  
12:57:36:10  AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEEPEN  
12:57:37:28  EXPERIENCE OF NATURE AFFORDED BY  
12:57:40:14  OVERNIGHT TRIPS IS CONTRARY TO A  
12:57:42:13  NUMBER OF ARLINGTON COUNTY 
12:57:43:21  COMMITMENTS AND PROGRAMS.  
12:57:45:09  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
12:57:46:00  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
12:57:47:21  >> MARIA? 
12:57:53:02  >> GOOD EVENING. 
12:57:55:13  I WOULD LIKE TO URGE THE SCHOOL  
12:57:56:12  BOARD TO REJECT THE PROPOSAL IN 
12:57:58:13  THE UPCOMING BUDGET TO ELIMINATE 
12:58:00:02  THE OUTDOOR LAB COORDINATOR  
12:58:02:10  POSITION. 
12:58:02:28  SUCH A CUT WOULD HAVE  



12:58:42:19  SCIENCE. 
12:58:43:13  BUT MY EXPERIENCE IS JUST ONE OF  
12:58:44:25  MANY. 
12:58:45:26  THE LAB PROVIDES HANDS-ON 
12:58:47:10  S.T.E.M. LEARNING TO STUDENTS 
12:58:48:08  WHO OTHERWISE WOULD HAVE FOUND  
12:58:50:03  IT INACCESSIBLE. 
12:58:51:09  THE TRADITION OF THE FIFTH GRADE 
12:58:52:24  OVERNIGHT EXPOSES ALMOST EVERY  
12:58:54:18  SINGLE APS STUDENT TO THE 
12:58:57:10  OUTDOORS. 
12:58:58:15  THERE ARE SO MEMBER STUDENTS WHO 
12:59:00:00  RELEASED THROUGH THAT TRIP THAT 
12:59:03:09  THEIR NICHE IS FOUND IN SCIENCE,  
12:59:05:04  FIELDWORK, RESEARCH, OR  
12:59:06:06  EDUCATION. 
12:59:06:24  WE ARE CREATING THE SCIENTISTS, 
12:59:08:21  ENVIRONMENTALISTS, AND EDUCATORS  
12:59:10:07  OF OUR FUTURE. 
12:59:11:22  FROM A VARIETY OF BACKGROUNDS 



01:00:06:27  FOR 15 YEARS, EMPLOYEES WATCHED  
01:00:08:21  AS THE SCHOOL SYSTEM GREW ON  
01:00:11:09  THE -- THE BUDGET GREW ON THEIR 
01:00:13:08  BACK. 
01:00:14:03  WE SKIPPED STEPS FOUR TIMES AND  
01:00:16:14  COST OF LIVING TEN TIMES. 
01:00:18:09  FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, WE GREW  
01:00:19:29  SERVICES ALL WHY THE PUBLIC  
01:00:21:07  LARGELY ACCEPTED THOSE CUTS TO  
01:00:23:06  EMPLOYEE PAY. 
01:00:24:20  IN RESTAURANT TERMS, FOR 15 
01:00:25:29  YEARS, THE PEOPLE OF ARLINGTON 
01:00:27:23  GOT TO GO OUT FOR DINNER BUT 
01:00:29:16  COULDN'T AFFORD THE GRATUITY. 
01:00:31:12  THAT HAS FINALLY CHANGED. 
01:00:33:01  WHILE A STEP IN COLA OF 1% WAS  
01:00:35:00  INCLUDED, IT IS THE LOWEST IN 
01:00:36:29  THE REGION. 
01:00:39:17  AND WHILE NOT GREAT AND MY TOTAL 
01:00:42:28  INCREASE JUST BEING 2%, IT HAS 
01:00:45:04  COME AT THE EXPENSE OF  
01:00:47:05  ELEMENTARY PLANNING TIME. 
01:00:49:10  ONCE AGAIN, EMPLOYEES ARE LEFT 
01:00:50:15  WITH A CHOICE OF BEING PAID 
01:00:52:04  FAIRLY OR HAVING THE TOOLS TO DO  
01:00:54:06  THEIR JOB. 
01:00:55:07  AND NOW WITH A $10 MILLION GAP 
01:00:57:06  AND ALL OPTIONS ON THE TABLE, WE  
01:00:59:08  ACTUALLY HAVE A ROOM FILLED WITH 
01:01:00:20  PEOPLE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
01:01:01:24  BUDGET AND TO EACH OF THEM, I  
01:01:03:24  SAY WELCOME TO OUR FIGHT. 



01:01:37:04  I KNOW SOMETIMES I'M A LITTLE 
01:01:38:19  LOUD. 
01:01:39:07  BUT BY ENSURING THE CORE CLASSES  
01:01:41:16  AND ACADEMIC SUPPORTS FOR OUR  
01:01:42:24  MOST VULNERABLE LEARNERS IS 
01:01:44:22  NUMBER ONE. 
01:01:45:24  AND WE CAN ONLY DO THIS WITH 
01:01:47:15  HIGHLY TALENTED AND FAIRLY 
01:01:49:16  COMPENSATED STAFF AT ALL OF 
01:01:52:08  ARLINGTON'S SCHOOLS. 
01:01:53:09  THANK YOU. 
01:01:54:00  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
01:01:56:01  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
01:01:56:26  >> JOSH? 
01:02:07:07  >> GOOD EVENING, MEMBERS OF THE 
01:02:08:23  BOARD, DR. DURAN, AND MY FELLOW 
01:02:10:25  WORKERS. 
01:02:11:10  A BUDGET IS NOT JUST THE DOLLARS  
01:02:13:01  AND CENTS THAT FUND OUR SCHOOL  
01:02:14:19  DISTRICT. 
01:02:15:20  A BUDGET REALLY IS A LIST OF  
01:02:17:09  PRIORITIES. 
01:02:18:23  A BUDGET OUTLINES WHAT AN 
01:02:20:04  ORGANIZATION FINDS MOST 
01:02:21:08  IMPORTANT. 
01:02:22:22  PAST ADMINISTRATIONS THROUGH 
01:02:24:03  THEIR BUDGET HAVE PRIORITIZED 
01:02:25:12  THE PEOPLE WHO WORK IN THIS 
01:02:26:24  BUILDING INSTEAD OF THE STAFF 
01:02:27:21  WHO DO THE WORK OF DELIVERING A 
01:02:29:17  TOP-NOTCH EDUCATION TO OUR 
01:02:31:15  DECISIONS IN THE CLASSROOM.  
01:02:33:07  THAT SHOULD CHANGE. 
01:02:34:21  IN THE PAST, STEPS WERE MISSED  
01:02:36:06  AND COLAS WERE NOT GIVEN IN 
01:02:38:15  ORDER TO BALANCE A BUDGET.  
01:02:39:24  THAT CAUSES THE BUDGET TO BE  
01:02:40:26  BALANCED ON THE BACKS OF OUR  
01:02:42:05  HARDEST WORKING EMPLOYEES.  
01:02:44:21  WHEN THIS HAPPENS, EDUCATORS  
01:02:45:26  LOSE MONEY THAT IS NEVER FULLY  
01:02:48:08  RECOVERED. 
01:02:49:00  EVEN THOUGH WE RESTORED THE 
01:02:50:18  STEPS MISSED IN THE MOST RECENT  
01:02:52:10  COMPENSATION OVERHAUL WHICH I 
01:02:54:06  COMMEND DR. DURAN AND THE BOARD  
01:02:55:04  FOR UNDERTAKING, WE CAN NEVER 





01:04:21:02  CARES ABOUT OUR SCHOOLS TO  
01:04:22:10  E-MAIL COUNTY BOARD@ARLINGTON VA  
01:04:25:08  DOT U.S. TO ASK FOR MORE  
01:04:27:17  FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR OUR  
01:04:28:18  SCHOOLS. 
01:04:29:06  THE SUPERINTENDENT'S BUDGET AND 
01:04:30:04  I HAVE LARGELY THE SAME IDEA,  
01:04:32:26  FOCUS ON STAFF PAY, BUT I SAY 
01:04:35:13  INSTEAD OF ADDING BLOAT AT THE 
01:04:38:12  TOP, FOCUS ON ENSURING EVERY 
01:04:40:28  EMPLOYEE IS PAID A LIVING WAGE. 
01:04:43:03  IN THE 2019 BUDGET, THE 
01:04:43:21  SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE WAS  
01:04:45:02  ALLOCATED ALMOST 3.2 MILLION. 
01:04:47:09  LAST YEAR, HIS OFFICE BUDGET WAS  
01:04:48:24  ABOUT 5.1 MILLION. 
01:04:50:09  I KNOW PRICES ARE GOING UP, BUT  
01:04:51:22  1.9 MILLION OVER FIVE YEARS  
01:04:54:07  SEEMS EXCESSIVE.  
01:04:56:16  MEANWHILE, THE BUS DRIVES IN 
01:04:57:24  ATTENDANCE ARE STARTING THEIR 
01:04:59:03  DAY AT 7 a.m. AND OFTEN 
01:05:00:11  FINISHING THEIR DAY AFTER 9 
01:05:01:20  p.m., BECAUSE THEIR LOW  
01:05:03:15  SALARIES FORCE THEM TO TAKE 
01:05:05:01  SPORTS AND ACTIVITY TEAM RUNS 
01:05:07:05  NOT TO GET AHEAD BUT MOSTLY KEEP  
01:05:11:02  AFLOAT. 
01:05:12:07  ONE JOB SHOULD BE ENOUGH. 
01:05:13:24  EXTENDED DAY WORKERS STARTING 
01:05:15:10  EARLY IN THE MORNING AND 
01:05:16:04  STARTING THEIR SECOND SHIFT 
01:05:17:19  AFTER SCHOOL AND WORKING INTO 
01:05:18:24  THE EVENING, MANY PICK UP SHIFTS 
01:05:21:07  AS LUNCHROOM ATTENDANTS TO TRY 
01:05:23:25  AND BALANCE THEIR BUDGETS.  
01:05:25:05  ONE JOB SHOULD BE ENOUGH. 
01:05:27:09  CAFETERIA WORKERS ARRIVE EARLY 
01:05:28:21  TO FEED OUR CHILDREN BREAKFAST 
01:05:30:09  AND MOVE ON TO SECOND JOB AFTER  
01:05:31:25  LUNCH BECAUSE MANY OF THEIR JOBS  
01:05:33:16  DON'T EVEN PROVIDE BENEFITS AND 
01:05:35:02  NONE OF THEM WILL EVER MAKE A  
01:05:36:21  LIVING WAGE. 
01:05:37:15  ONE JOB SHOULD BE ENOUGH. 
01:05:40:07  FINALLY, I, AS AN INSTRUCTIONAL 
01:05:42:06  ASSISTANT WITH NEARLY 20 YEARS  
01:05:43:07  OF EXPERIENCE IN EDUCATION, DO  
01:05:45:05  NOT MAKE A LIVING WAGE. 



01:05:47:11  I SHOULD BE COACHING SPEECH AND 
01:05:49:00  DEBATE JUST BECAUSE I LOVE IT, 
01:05:50:16  WHICH I DO, NOT BECAUSE  
01:06:03:19  [INAUDIBLE]  ENOUGH. 
01:06:04:18  MY POINT IS WE, YOUR EMPLOYEES,  
01:06:06:19  GIVE ENOUGH. 
01:06:07:14  WE WORK HARD AND POUR OUR HEARTS  
01:06:09:09  INTO OUR JOBS. 
01:06:11:24  MAKE A BUDGET THAT KEEPS US  
01:06:13:29  WHOLE. 
01:06:15:10  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
01:06:16:05  NEXT SPEAKER, PLEASE.  
01:06:18:27  >> I'LL CALL THE NEXT FIVE 
01:06:20:18  SPEAKERS TO LINE UP.  
01:06:21:21  CHRISTOPHER, JAMES, CAMILLE,  
01:06:26:27  DIMMA, CAMIE. 
01:06:30:13  >> NEXT SPEAKER, CHRISTOPHER?  
01:06:31:14  OH, I'M SORRY, NEXT SPEAKER,  
01:06:39:04  DREW, I APOLOGIZE. 
01:06:44:24  >> GOOD EVENING. 
01:06:44:27  I'M THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
01:06:48:02  ARLINGTON EDUCATION ASSOCIATION. 





01:09:03:01  THE FIRST IS THAT THE PROPOSED



01:10:33:23  CLASSROOM OBSERVATION, STUDENT 
01:10:35:08  SUPPORT AND STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
01:10:36:18  WITH OVER 700 STUDENTS, I DON'T  
01:10:38:08  SEE HOW ONE AP WILL BE ABLE TO  
01:10:40:10  SUPPORT EVERY CLASSROOM.  
01:10:43:05  THE PROPOSED BUDGET PROPOSES TO  
01:10:47:12  CONVERT THREE EXTRA ASSISTANT 
01:10:50:10  PRINCIPALS -- 
01:10:52:18  >> THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS.  
01:10:54:12  DO YOU WANT TO GIVE US THE LAST  
01:10:55:14  COUPLE SENTENCES, WE'RE HAPPY TO  
01:10:56:26  TAKE YOUR COMMENTS AND WE CAN  
01:10:58:01  READ IT. 
01:10:58:19  >> OH, SURE. 
01:10:59:24  WE'LL SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS  
01:11:01:18  ONLINE, THESE ARE BULLETS.  
01:11:03:01  >> NEXT SPEAKER, CAMILLE.  
01:11:10:13  >> HELLO. 
01:11:11:18  I'M SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE 
01:11:13:03  APE. 
01:11:14:25  SINCE APS HAS A STRUCTURAL BUTT 
01:11:16:13  DEFICIT, WE ASK THE BOARD TO  
01:11:17:22  CONSIDER CHANGING ITS DEVICE 
01:11:19:04  POLICY. 
01:11:20:01  THE PRE-K THROUGH SECOND GRADE 
01:11:23:00  1:1 POLICY SHOULD BE CANCELED.  
01:11:25:12  IT'S WHOLLY UNNECESSARY AND WAS  
01:11:27:24  INTRODUCED AS AN EMERGENCY 
01:11:29:03  MEASURE IN 2020. 
01:11:30:01  THE 1:1 POLICY FOR THIRD TO 
01:11:32:03  FIFTH GRADERS SHOULD BE REDUCED  
01:11:33:11  TO FEWER DEVICES SHARED BY THE 
01:11:35:14  WHOLE SCHOOL IF NOT ALSO



01:12:11:06  METHODS, INCORPORATING PHYSICAL 
01:12:12:22  MOVEMENT INTO AUDITORY 
01:12:14:16  INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITIES. 
01:12:17:15  iPADS PRODUCE OVERLY VISUAL  
01:12:19:10  INPUT WHICH CAUSES STARING FOR  
01:12:22:06  EXTENDED PERIODS OF TIME AND THE 
01:12:24:25  BRIGHT SCREENS INCREASE  
01:12:26:19  ALERTNESS SIMILAR TO THE EFFECT  
01:12:27:24  OF CAFFEINE WHICH CAN 
01:12:29:15  OVERSTIMULATE KIDS. 
01:12:31:00  EXCESSIVE TABLET USE IMPACTS 
01:12:32:25  SOCIAL AND MOTOR SKILL 
01:12:34:03  DEVELOPMENT IN YOUNG CHILDREN. 
01:12:37:18  MIDDLE SCHOOLERS ARE VULNERABLE  
01:12:39:09  TO THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF SCREEN  





01:15:06:07  WHERE THEY'RE MOST NEEDED WITHIN 
01:15:07:25  THE COUNTY TO REDUCE THIS BURDEN  
01:15:09:07  ON SCHOOL STAFF. 
01:15:10:12  WE REMAIN CONCERNED THAT THE 



01:16:45:03  HEARING NONE, THIS MEETING IS 
01:16:46:12  ADJOURNED. 
01:16:47:06 
01:18:29:18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


