
Arlington Special Education Advisory Committee
MINUTES

December 14, 2021
Via Zoom

Recording of Meeting:
https://vimeo.com/656857664

ASEAC Members:

First Name Last Name Present?
Vote on November 2021

meeting minutes

Nicholas Walkosak Y Y

David Rosenblatt Y Y

Keith Chanon Y Y

Paul Timm Y Y

Nadia Facey Y Y

Margaret Dunn N ab

Michelle Best N ab

Kristin Gillig Y Y

Kurt Schuler Y Y

Minerva Trudo N ab

Matt Leland N ab

Symone Walker Y Y

Kathryn Pericak Y Y

Ellen Fitzenrider Y Y

Eva Kerns-Varner N ab

Rebecca Hunter N ab

Jennifer Wheelock N ab

David Siu Y Y

Motion to approve minutes: Kurt Schuler,  seconded by Kathy Pericak
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science. SB 323 was passed in 2020 that was signed into law by the governor and effective
7/1/20.

From the Bill Summary:
“Requires the Board of Education, in establishing high school graduation requirements, to
permit a student who is pursuing an advanced diploma and whose individualized education
program specifies a credit accommodation for world language to substitute two standard units of
credit in computer science for two standard units of credit in a world language. The bill provides
that for any student electing to substitute a credit in computer science for credit in world
language, his school counselor shall provide notice to the student and parent or guardian of
possible impacts related to college entrance requirements.”

The school is “looking into it” which implies they are unaware. If APS is aware, and they are
because the world language supervisor was proud to say she was part of the development of
the bill, why are the schools not aware of the law? HB Woodlawn should have come to us
through the special ed case carrier and let us know that there is now a viable path to the
advanced diploma for our child. How many other kids across the high schools are taking
computer science and er ere ki ence t t t t  A edht   grad n i  PS nre croer w ent oience wos re 
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Questions:

● Would like for parent training courses to be available in different languages and to be
broadened to cover more topics.

○ We provide interpreters upon request
○ PRC: Is preparing a 5-week parent training session in Spanish.  Always asks in

advance if participants in interpretation.
○ Will also offer a 6-week core training later in the year.
○ PRC requests input on topics of interest to the community.

Office of English Learners / Oficina de Estudian�y s Oa
Ser6ices for English Learners wi� @䐀 bi 圀 ies t APS · Ŋ mᴀź m䠀M圀|
zerri murphyl rectorl Office of English Learnera

● Started at APS in April.
● Served most recently as the rector of terventions in æ ety �· near °熖က eston|

supporting intervention programs for ctedents Pæ - ń Ņ incleding English learnera

English Learners �熖က Special Etucation ·

�ally identifiedrefers to cpecial edecation ant

EL|

w r ad

e S p

an

z

o

t a ÷

h  ʆ ˱

h �

a l l ռ

Ï d

e n

t Ï � Ï et

e  Ȁ

a l l ռ

Ï d

e n

t Ï � Ï et

� l e % e n � a t y  Sc hHHӱ

Ũ Ņ ƥ Ƒ

ň Ņ ŗ

ń ● � ̈ Ï x t ӱ e  S c h H H ӱ

ŋ Ũ š

Ņ ƥ ŗ

Ũ š �

°熖 ¥ h  S c hH H ӱ

ń ń ŋ Ɓ

Ũ ŗ ŗŅ ǁ �

w r ant z H� aӱ

ň Ņ ǁ ŗ

ń ń Ũ ŗ

Ņ ń �

English Learners �熖က Section 5pŗ

w r ad

e S p

an

z

o

t a ÷

h  ʆ ˱

h� ˱ �熖 ňĸŗe � ˱ �熖 ň ĸ ŗ

� l e % e n � a t y  Sc hHHӱ

Ũ Ņ ƥ Ƒń Ƨ

ĸ ē ň Ņ �

�•





education support.
● In schools, annual meetings must take place between English learner and special

education teams to discuss identification processes and service delivery.  Are seeking
collaborative meetings.

Liaisons Between Offices

● The Office of English Learners and the Office of Special Education have designated
liaisons who collaborate across departments.

● The liaisons work together to ensure integrated support for dually identified students and
to support special projects.

The OEL 5-Year Plan

● Systemic improvement of English Learner Services
○ Improving instructional outcomes
○ Provision of high quality instructional resources
○ Identification and access to special programs and services
○ Professional learning plans
○ Staffing needs
○ EL certification

● OEL 5-year Plan Task Force
○ Seeking volunteers (from ASEAC) to serve on this new task force.

Q&A:
● How does the ELIP process support families?  Are materials in various languages?

○ Terri will share with ASEAC links to additional materials and information.
○

● Nadia: 2019 Program Evaluation on SPED also one done for EL. How is the Program
Evaluation being implemented?

○ Terri: The Task Force will collect more information and will also gather data from
OSE to inform the process.

● Estimates 25% (4,000) of students with IEPs are also identified as EL students (Does
this include 504s)

● How are ELs who use AAC being supported?
○ Terry: Will need to research this.  Kelly: Some AAC software are in Spanish,

including core vocabulary words.
● Cecilia: how will instruction for ELs who are AAC users be approached?
● Tauna: can you provide exact number so we can compare to prior years? Also what

percentage of students in segregated special education programs are ELs?
● David: why the dramatic increase between elementary and secondary? And why does it

appear that EL students are not accessing 504s?
○ Terri: Some enter at elementary level, but teachers are gathering data. At the

point that an instructional team may feel comfortable that they can make a
recommendation about services. This jumps out at me too. That’s data that we
need to further impact. I also agree that we need to compare vs prior years. We
need to look at that data more closely.

● Reade: Curious about the 4000 IEP number, and the 1000 EL students who have IEPs.
Does that also include 504s?

○ Terri: Office of EL is in the Office of Academics and is separate from OSE.
○ Don’t know how many of the EL students have 504s

● David: We’ve been hearing that interpretation isn’t available in IEP meetings, documents
7



are being presented to be signed in another language than the recipient speaks. How
does your office and OSE work together to address these concerns?

○ Terri: Parents have to know that they can request interpretation if they speak one
of the five languages we ….We train school staff that if a parent requests
interpretation.  Are making sure that the school staff are aware of this.

● Symone: I believe those IEP translation points David raised are part of the DOJ
settlement. Are you aware of the DOJ EL settlement terms, and what can you share
about APS's progress?

○ Terri: We do keep track, there's compliance and annual reporting. We don’t just
want to meet the bare requirement. If families aren’t understanding that they are
able to request translation and interpretation - those are problems we need to
keep improving upon.

○ Are in the third year of the settlement agreement.  Are required to submit
documentation on progress.

○ Families can reach-out to Terri directly with any concerns.
(terri.murphy@apsva.us)

● David Siu: What is the school system’s responsibility to determine proactively whether a
family would like interpretation services?

○ Terri: The schools need to review that frequently. The schools need to inform
families that they have the right to request these services.

Discussion - ASEAC Report/Recommendations to School Board / Discusión -
Informe de la ASEAC a la Junta Escolar (8:17pm)

ASEAC presentation to the School Board work session is scheduled for January 13th, 2022.

Possible topics:
- Virtual Learning
- Recovery Services
- Transportation
- Planning Factors/Inclusion
- English Learners w/Disabilities
- Others?

Kurt Schuler: Recovery is still a big concern for many parents that i know. At some point either
Recovery will be complete or futile. It’s worth stressing.

Rebecca Hunter: re: Transportation for those who have not heard Kristin Haldeman's last day is
Friday.  Also, there is a new position of Exec Dir of Transportation now open too.

Kathy Pericak: We are meeting on Thursday to talk about the policy. It is being revised. Many
of the things we’ve talked about are not in the policy right now. The school board should be
aware of this - either through the policy or these recommendations.

Ellen Fitzenrider: If HR in Arlington does regular performance reviews? And if the person in
transportation has had that review?
David Siu: I think the constellation of planning factors & inclusion would be key, especially
around budget season

8
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Cecilia Kline: Especially for points around Inclusion and Recovery Services, can we highlight
professional development? Also views parent involvement as important.

Kristin Gillig: I agree with David and Planning factors being a priority. Earlier in the meeting
Heather R. said that those planning factor updates are likely to result in big cost increases, and
the school board is all about controlling budget. So, making sure they understand why the
SPED budget #s are big and should be bigger is critical for ALL our kids. This would also
po� c



Wendy Pizer: We need better behavioral supports. A systemw

mailto:pericak.kathy@gmail.com


select the responses that call for the most ambitious increases in performance.

PRC:
○ La Sopa de la Abuela episodes are available for your viewing pleasure at:

https://www.apsva.us/special-education/parent-resource-center/telenovela/

Upcoming Events:
■ January 27 - February 24: Telenovela Series
■ January 27: Lunch and Learn Session - Home/School Collaboration w/

VDOE’s Family Engagement Specialist, Chiquita Seaborne
■ February 1: IEP Sessions Class (Morning & Evening)

Other ASEAC Updates:
SEPTA Super Chat with the Superintendent will be tomorrow at 7:30pm.

(9:05pm) Move to adjourn: Paul; Second: Keith

Remaining Meeting dates reminder for 2021-2022:
● January 25, 2022
● February 22, 2022
● March 22, 2022
● April 19, 2022
● May 24, 2022
● June 14, 2022

APS Strategic Plan - six year plan with initiatives, desired outcomes, and strategies. Encourage
all to review, especially in relation to ASEAC issues.
https://www.apsva.us/strategic-plan/

Resources for Members:
A Guide for Localr䠀ttpl C ᜹
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and student safety. I would like APS to recognize these staff members and
give appropriate compensation.
20:47:37 From  Keith Chanon  to  Everyone:

I agree with Reade.  This has also been a major problem for my son
who is struggling to be back in school since it's reopened.  More
specialized services have to be available to address the multiple needs of
our students in the gen. ed. setting.
20:48:40 From  Kristin Gillig  to  Everyone:

+1 I agree with Wendy on need for more consistent, systemwide
approach to behavioral supports, and of course making sure there are
sufficient trained staff.
20:48:49 From  Heather Rothenbuescher  to  Everyone:

All the positions are staffed
20:49:59 From  Reade  to  Everyone:

All staffed but one of the 4 has been out all year
20:50:26 From  Nadia Facey (she/her)  to  Everyone:

Heather. Thank you for this information. Is there any way you could
please put in the chat the list of which behavior/low incidence Specalists
are assigned to each school?  Thanks.
20:50:27 From  Kelly Krug  to  Everyone:

Yes please consider supporting prek
20:51:06 From  Heather Rothenbuescher  to  Everyone:

Thank you, Kathleen!
20:52:37 From  Margy Dunn  to  Everyone:

Sorry I’ve been quiet - yelling kids and hard time focusing here
tonight
20:56:21 From  David Siu  to  Everyone:

Sorry, lost audio. Yes on minutes.
20:57:27 From  Nadia Facey (she/her)  to  Everyone:

Huge thank you to Kathy P who is doing and continues to do so much
for our community on policy. Thanks!
20:57:45 From  Kathy Pericak  to  Everyone:

Thanks, Nadia!!
20:58:55 From  Kathleen Donovan  to  Everyone:

La Sopa de la Abuela episodes are available for your viewing
pleasure at:
https://www.apsva.us/special-education/parent-resource-center/telenovela/
20:59:12 From  David Rosenblatt  to  Everyone:

Yaaaaaaaay, �⤀唀刀倌



21:05:09 From  Adria  Rodríguez  to  Everyone:
Gracias, buenas noches

21:05:57 From  Adria  Rodríguez  to  Everyone:
Good Night!

21:06:22 From  Rosa Angeles  to  Everyone:
Gracias buenas noches
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