
Arlington Special Education Advisory Committee
MINUTES

September 14, 2021
Via Zoom

Recording of Meeting:
https://vimeo.com/606003587/90c7c56fe2?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptransco

de-201504&utm_campaign=28749

ASEAC Members:

First
Name Last Name Present?

Vote on June 2021
meeting minutes

Nicholas Walkosak N ab

David Rosenblatt Y Y

Keith Chanon N y

Paul Timm Y Y

Nadia Facey Y Y

Margaret Dunn Y Y

Michelle Best Y Y

Kristin Gillig N ab

Kurt Schuler Y Y

Minerva Trudo N ab

Matt Leland Y Y

Symone Walker Y Y

Kathryn Pericak Y Y

Ellen Fitzenrider N ab

Eva Kerns-Varner N ab

Rebecca Hunter Y Y

Jennifer Wheelock Y Y

David Siu Y Y

Motion to approve: Symone, Nadia

https://vimeo.com/606003587/90c7c56fe2?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-201504&utm_campaign=28749
https://vimeo.com/606003587/90c7c56fe2?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-201504&utm_campaign=28749


Non-Member Attendees: [Note list may be incomplete as participants may have left the
meeting early]

Kathleen Donovan, Heather Rothenbeuscher, Kelly Krug, Gina Piccolini, Emma ParralSanchez,
Amit ___, Ceclia Kline, Charles Smith, Christy Vigfusson, Claudia Cuellar-Ramirez, Harper
____, Jenn Seiff, Jill Buzby, Katelyn Gurgiolo, Mary ____, Sharon ___, Wendy Pizer,
Mungunzaya Coughlin, Janet Pence, Sonia Rosen, Paige Shevlin

Agenda:
6:00 - 6:10 pm  Welcome and Introductions
6:10 - 6:30 pm  Public Comment
6:30 - 6:40 pm  OSE Updates and Response to June 2021 Public Comments
6:40 - 7:00 pm ASEAC Business, Updates and Volunteer Opportunities
7:00 - 7:30 pm ASEAC 101

Welcome and Introductions (6:05pm)
David Rosenblatt welcomed everyone to the meeting and reviewed the agenda.  He
introduced himself followed by introductions from the Executive Board Members.
Welcome to new members:

● Jennifer Wheelock
● Dr. Ellen Fitzenrider (absent)
● Eva Kerns-Varner (Student Member from Wakefield H.S.)
● Rebecca Hunter (also a member of the Facilities Advisory Committee)

ASEAC Members introduced themselves via the Chat.
ASEAC plans to hold all meetings virtually at least through the fall.

ASEAC Leadership Team:
Chair - David Rosenblatt
Vice Chair - Symone Walker
Co-Secretaries - Keith Chanon and Paul Timm

Membership: 18 Parents/Community Members, 1 Teacher Member, 2 Student Members

School Board Liaison: Cristina Diaz-Torres

APS Staff Liaisons
Heather Rothenbuescher, Director of Special Education - Secondary
Dr. Kelly Krug, Director of Special Education- Elementary
Kathleen Donovan, Parent Resource Center

Public Comments (6:18 pm):
Note that comments are responded to by APS/Office of Special Education (OSE) at the next
ASEAC meeting.



Mungunzaya Coughlin
Parent of a 6th grader at HB Woodlawn.  Student has autism and was formerly in a
self-contained classroom.  Now that he’s at HB, the SPED teacher indicated that he doesn’t fit in
the school and should not be there.

Tauna Szymanski
My name is Tauna Szymanski. I’m the co-chair of the 300-member Arlington Inclusion Task
Force, and I just finished six years on ASEAC. I’m the proud parent of a middle schooler with
significant, disability-related support needs who, for the past three years, has been fully included
with the supports she needs in the classrooms she would attend if she didn’t have a disability.

In our experience, the most critical aspect of successful inclusion is a team of people with
“can-do” attitudes: Leaders who are committed to doing whatever it takes to ensure eoz clclassssez ng  p eri ituaʔ i aʔ : t to ees aʔ eɐ ilit

https://www.arlingtonsepta.org/inclusion-task-force/
https://www.arlingtonsepta.org/inclusion-task-force/


can’t or we don’t h

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-releases-more-3-billion-american-rescue-plan-funds-support-children-disabilities
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/leg/arp/arp-idea-fact-sheet.pdf
/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BAC-2020-2021-Year-End-Report-.pdf
/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BAC-2020-2021-Year-End-Report-.pdf


Commenting on ongoing transportati





Thank you for considering this submission for public comment for the ASEAC meeting that
occurred last night on Tuesday, September 14, 2021. Due to anothe









and vote. Notify leadership if need to be absent.
- Work collaboratively with members and APS staff to fulfill the functions defined

in Virginia regulations.
- Actively participate in ASEAC.
- Participate in sub-committees/working groups as appropriate.
- Consider issues/needs at a systems level, not individual agendas.
- Be informed of committee activities, special education issues and plans.
- Review and abide by bylaws and state regulations.
- Encourage parents and other community members to attend ASEAC and/or

provide public comments.

ASEAC’s Role within APS

Unique Functions:
● Exist per State Regulations
● Report directly to School Board as often as needed
● All Members must be Appointed by School Board
● Review APS Policies and Procedures
● Review APS Annual Plan

Within Advisory Council on Teaching and Learning (ACTL):

● One of 14 Advisory Committees that Report to ACTL, Chairs attend ACTL
meetings

● Collaborate with other instructional advisory committees and with ACTL

APS Strategic Plan - six year plan with initiatives, desired outcomes, and

strat d
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/strategic-plan/
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_advisory/special_ed/local_sped_advisory_committees/products/guide/guide.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_advisory/special_ed/local_sped_advisory_committees/products/guide/guide.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_advisory/special_ed/local_sped_advisory_committees/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_advisory/special_ed/local_sped_advisory_committees/index.shtml


Arlington School Board Policy B-3.6.31 - Advisory Council on Instruction:
https://www.apsva.us/school-board-policies/

Virginia Department of Education Parent’s Guide to Special Education
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_advisory/special_ed/local_sped_advisory_c
ommittees/index.shtml

Questions:

Paige Shevlin: How are students involved?

David - We have two spots for student members. Currently we have one

student member. One open spot remains.

Cecilia Kline: What is the relationship of SEPTA to ASEAC?

David - currently it is a very close and collaborative relationship. The

Special Education PTA has liaisons at every school. ASEAC is more formal.

SEPTA is more grassroots and connected to more families.
https://www.apsva.us/special-education-advisory-committee/get-involved/

ASEAC Nominations for Membership:
https://www.apsva.us/special-education-advisory-committee/get-involved/
Adjournment:

- Motion to adjourn: Paul
- Adjourned at  7:34 pm:

/school-board-policies/
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_advisory/special_ed/local_sped_advisory_committees/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_advisory/special_ed/local_sped_advisory_committees/index.shtml
/special-education-advisory-committee/get-involved/
/special-education-advisory-committee/get-involved/

