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Independent Educational Evaluations

“Independent Educational Evaluation” (IEE) means an evaluation conducted by a
qualified examiner who is not employed by the Local Educational Agency (LEA)
responsible for the education of the student. A parent has the right to obtain an IEE of
his/her child and be provided, on request, information as to where an IEE may be
obtained.

If there are questions after reading and reviewing these guidelines, please contact the
Elementary or Secondary Director of Special Education or the Special Education
Compliance Specialist at 703-228-6040.

An IEE can be available if you disagree with a test given during your child’s evaluation
process. If an IEE is requested, please note the following:

1. You have the right to request another APS evaluator conduct and evaluation.
2. You have the right to an independent educational evaluation (IEE) conducted by a

qualified person who does not work for the school division.
3. You may request one IEE for each test given to your child during the evaluation

process.
4. Please direct all inquiries for an IEE to the Administrator of the school and/or the

Student Support Coordinator.
5. Upon request for an IEE, the school division will provide you with information for

obtaining an independent evaluation and any requirements for that evaluation.
6. The IEE must be obtained under the same requirements, including the location of

the evaluation and the qualifications of the examiner, as the school uses for
evaluations to determine if a student has a disability.

7. In the event a provider is selected by the Parent that is unknown to Arlington
Public Schools (APS), requirements must be met before any evaluation can be
conducted under an IEE. These requirements are found on Page 4 of this
document.

Please note that APS may request a due process hearing to show that its evaluation is
appropriate. If the hearing officer decides that the school’s evaluation is appropriate, then
you still have the right to an IEE, but the school does not have to pay for it.

In addition, the results of the IEE, and any evaluations you obtain at priv





independent educational evaluation at public expense or initiating a due process
hearing to defend the public evaluation.
e. A parent is entitled to only one independent educational evaluation at public
expense
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Evaluator’s Guidelines

Pursuant to these regulations, Arlington Public Schools (APS) has established the
following criteria:

I. Evaluators must submit the following to the Compliance Specialist or the
Director of Special Education:

A. A valid, current license from the Virginia Board of Education or its
equivalent, if practicing in Maryland or the District of Columbia, in
good standing.

B. Providers must be in good standing in the surrounding jurisdictions,
with no violations, recent or historic.

C. Provide APS with evidence that demonstrated experience with
students with similar needs to the student being evaluated, both in
developmental stages of the assessment as well as educational
concern. Evidence can be demonstrated in the form of previously
written evaluations.

II. The following standards and guidelines shall be adhered conducting
evaluation:

A. Prior to evaluating the student, evaluators will receive written
verification that the aforementioned criteria has been submitted,
reviewed and all costs that are approved by APS to conduct an IEE.
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G. All tests or subtests which comprise a scale or cluster must be
administered and standard scores for the scale or cluster must be
reported.

H. Tests are to be selected to ensure that each identified area of
concern is addressed. A list of tests approved for use by APS staff is
available on request.

I. All tests selected must be culturally and linguistically appropriate
for the child being evaluated and must be validated for the specific
purpose for which they are used.

J. Materials and procedures used to assess a child with limited English
proficiency must be selected and administered to ensure they
measure the extent to which the child has a disability and needs
special education, rather than measuring the child’s English
language skills.

K. All tests must be provided and administered in the child’s native
language or other mode of communication, unless it is clearly not
feasible to do so.

L. Tests are to be selected and administered to ensure the results
accurately reflect the child’s aptitude or achievement level or
whatever other factors the tests purports to measure rather than
reflecting the child’s impaired sensory, motor, or communication
skills. The only



VI.  Costs and payable rates are considered based on the type of IEE evaluation.

A. Please contact the Elementary or Secondary Director of Special
Education or the Special Education Compliance Specialist at
703-228-6040 for more information regarding reasonable rates
regarding billing and payment.

B. The original APS IEE evaluation report will be provided to the Parent,
the Elementary or Secondary Director of Special Education or the
Special Education Compliance Specialist.

C. The invoice, W-9 and APS Stars Vendor Application should be submitted
to the Elementary or Secondary Director of Special Education or the
Special Education Compliance Specialist via email or US Postal Mail at
Arlington Public Schools, 2110 Washington Blvd. 2nd Floor, Arlington VA
22204.

D. If there are questions regarding these guidelines, please contact the
Elementary or Secondary Director of Special Education or the
Compliance Specialist at 703-228-6040.
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