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Dual-Language Immersion Programs Raise Student 
Achievement in English

Dual-language immersion (DLI) programs—which  
provide both native English speakers and English 
learners with general academic instruction in two  

languages from kindergarten onward—are proliferating  
rapidly in the United States. Although precise counts of  
DLI programs are not available, recent estimates place the 
figure between 1,000 and 2,000 nationally, with substantial 
recent growth in Utah, North Carolina, Delaware, and  
New York City.

This expansion appears driven by a number of comple-
mentary forces: a large increase in the share of U.S. school-
children who are not native English speakers; observational 
evidence that English learners in DLI programs academically 
outperform those in other programs; and demand from par-
ents of native English speakers who anticipate the benefits of 
bilingualism in an increasingly global society. 

In the largest random-assignment study of DLI educa-
tion to date, RAND partnered with the American Councils 
on International Education and the Portland Public Schools 
in Oregon (PPS) to estimate the causal effects of the district’s 
DLI programs on student performance over time in reading, 
mathematics, and science, and on English learners’ reclassifi-
cation as English proficient. The four-year study was funded 
by the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Educa-
tion Sciences.

Leveraging random assignment to identify the 
causal effects of DLI programs
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